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INVESTIGATIONS: 

Oswald and the U-2 

Amonji the countless questions left un- 
answered in 1964 wlien the WarrtMi c.*om- 
missinn woiuul up Its len-monlh invesli- 
Katinn id liit* ass^issinal ion ol Iht'sidenl 
Kcnmaly \v;is one that piipunl sehohu*s 
ami assassination hulls alike: did T^e 
II;moy Oswald, when he dcfi»clcd to 
the Soviet Union, deliver any secrets 
about Ainiuiea’s U-2 spy plane*? 

In its massive Report and Hearing's. 
comprisiiiR nearly 10.7 million words, 
the coimnission dismissed, on itood evi- 
dence. the iiolioii that Oswald was ever 
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u Soviet agent. IF the Russians had re- 
cruited him as a spy. the reasoning ran, 
they would have advised him to sta> in 
tlic .Marine Corps, where he had some 
access to niilitars' secrets. If they had 
hired him as a kiiler/they wouldn‘t have 
sent him to Texas with no money and a 
Russian wife. 

Hut the (|UCslion remained— did Os- 
wald, when he got to .Mo.scow on a tour- 
ist visa in Octol>er 1959, volunteer any 
information that helped the Ru.ssians 
shoot down Cary Powers’s U-2 pluie 
over Sverdlovsk six montlis later? The 
possihility seemed farfetched, hut tiu* 
commission, in its hearings, brought out 
two i)rovocali\‘e lacts. (1) O.swakI, in 
.ser\*ed as a radar operator at 
two ha.ses from which U-2 planes oper- 
ated— A tsugi, Japan, and Cuhi Point, near 
Manila, and (2) when he first visited the 
U.S. Embassy in Moscow he intimated 
he knew "something of special interest” 
that he planned to tell the Ru.ssians. 

One paper amoi»g the 1.555 numlH*rcd 
documents in the Warren commission 
files was obviously addressed to that 
(piestion. Commission Document No. 931, 
.1 mem(»randum from CIA director Rich- 
ard Helms to FBI director J. Edgar lloo- 
v(*r, was indexed "Lee Harv'ey OswaUl’s 
acce.ss to classified information about the 
U-2.” But the memo itself was labeled 
“secret" and locked in the vault-like 
“Classified Records Area” of the National 
Archi\es. along with 389 other reports 
that the commission never made public. 

Scratched: L;ist week, more than six 
yt*ars after the Warren commission wu.s 
disbanded, the IlcInvs-to-Hoover memo 
finally surfac<*d as the National Archive's, 
alter a year-long review with the (d.A. 
l•'Hl and other agencies, (piielly scratched 
the "secret” and “confidential" lal)els 
from 85 commission documents. The new- 
ly decla.ssified material, examined by 
New.sw'eeks Charles Roberts, shed little 
liglit on the assa.ssination but did provide 
an answer of sorts to the U-2 riddle. 

In his memo to Hoover, dated May 13, 
1964, Helms tartly dismissed a letter 
from the FBI director suggesting that 
Oswald may have c-ompromised the CIA’s 
spy plane. His rejection of Hoover’s iii- 
(piir\, however, was based almost en- 
tirely on his assertion that U-2s operated 
at .Atsugi and Cubi Point from hangar 
area-S that were inaccessible to Oswald. 
Conceding that "there were rumors and 
go.ssip” about the U-2s and that Oswald 
“could have heard .such gossip,” Helms 
maintained "there is no information to 
indic:ite, nor is there reason to believe" 
that Oswald obtained "factual knowl- 
tMlgc” of the U-2 or Us mi.ssion. 

Obxioii.sly annoyed at his rival inlclli- 
gcoce chief, Helms pointed out that his 
agency’s U-2 “did not gain worldwide 
notoriety” until the ill-fated Powers mis- 
sion. ‘Therefore,” he wrote, "it Is highly 
unlikely that the term ‘U-2’ would have 
meant anything to Oswald, even if he 
had heard it and had been able to iden- 
tify the term with any aircraft at Cnbi 
Point, Atsugi or anywhere else." 




Oswald ami wife in Russia: No secrets 



ncims's contention that Oswald was 
‘‘imlikcK’" to understand the implications 
of the U-2 is itself unlikely to satisf> 
critics of the Warren commission. .Neither 
will new tidbits of inlornuilion in the 
olliiT ilcclnssifictl papers. One loug-anli- 
cipated “secret" (4.\ report on *’S<»\ict 
I'st* ol Assassiiial ion ami Kiilnapiog is 
little inor<* lliaii a rebasb of known nmr- 
ders amt alubicliotis bv the Biissian 
security polUx* in I be 19.50s, with a con- 
clusion by (MIC (*\-kCB agent that it Nvas 
"liiglily unlikely" Mo.scow woulil oiilcr 
the li(pildati(Mi of a I’.S. President. 

Grisly Reminders: Along with tran- 
scripts of four ol the comiiiissioii s elcxcn 
meetings, some 300 documents rc'main 
classified— kept in a i(»om iK'bimI a CM»m- 
binalion lock that only three archivists 
arc pcmiittctl to open. One, a CL^ 
port, bears the intriguing title "Soviet 
Brainwashing Tecbniipies.” .Another is a 
report on the FBFs interrogation of Vuri 
Nosenko. a KCB agent who delected to 
the U.S. ten weeks alter the a.ssa^sina- 
lion. Also on the green metal shelves arc 
sucli grisly remiiulcrs of Dallas as Presi- 
dent Kenneds’s bullet-pierced jacket, 
Oswald’s rilic, the aiilop.sy pictures, the 
bullet that tell from John ComialK's 
stretcher and even the movie cxuuera 
with which dress imiiuilacturer Abraliani 
Zapruder filmed the assassinatiom 

Barring a court (ndcr-llin'e suils arc 
now pciuliiig against the government un- 
der the Freedom t*l liibMiuatinii Act- 
the archives will not cjmkIucI another 
"decla.ssification review” until 1975. Otfi- 
cials who have seen the .still-scf|uestered 
docuiiieiUs scofi at the idea they would 
incriminate anyone other than Oswald. 
"But iis long as there is one piece of 
paper still locked up,” one archivist ob- 
serx'od, "there will Im* sonielMHiy insisting 
that it holds the key to the assassiiial ion." 
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GUBJECT: 



Lee Harvey O.TWALI^'fi Accesn to • ’ 
ClaesiBed IrJormatioa A.bout the U-2 



I. Rcfcrei’ca iii made to yc-ivj letter, dated 13 April lv64, 
capticaod "Leo Ilarvoy CGV/ALD. latcraal Security - P.useia - 
Cuba", and tc the attaclimetit vAvIch contniaed statexiientt: ir.r.de 
by one, EuTonc J. irCBBS, HEJC, BSN. , Your letter rocucoted 
ccrtalvi. .iiformatieu rerax-diji” cubjcct'a Idarlne asei^uivonc atilr.- 
Naval Air Gtatiou, AtsusL, Japau, in 19GV aud 195S. Tho remarkt’ 
rurnic'ied bolov/ arc audresaed to the coutchto of your letter ar.3 
to the statemouts in the attachment. ' 
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2. The Atsu^i N:.Lval Air S’A'.tlon i\z locaiccl ^^p’>rG:c^:dTV^-:ly 

3i3 miles couth isvA vveot of Tokyo® Jr..:>;ux. At the timo in quiijtic::*.* 

Atcuiii v/as a ^oiosed'^ base m the. cenrjG that American and m- 

dii;];enoiin perconnel er-teriug tho rjtation v/ero required to 

official identification cards, . Within tho iVdation, ‘tlie £lip;ht Una 

arca .3 were rcfitricted, as is the case of all such Ctations® and 

certain iiDXigiir arena \voi*e further rcotrictod for tho perforiTiunce 

of classified functions. ' h 
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3. The Joint Tcchaical /idvir.cry Crou^> (JT/.C) occu/ied 
an area v/U:luu the rt:iti;>n, coniiisthiq of ZO to r.il individin’X 
rosidoAoeo, dorvnLt orior;, chi office r.'ro a® r\ power pi: :rJ:, 
savor:*! }Jutlor-type v/erohonsesV an'* a clue onllvUivx used foi.* 
.rocrcatl >.i and a t>; choZor offu:nr:j* mc::s. I'he jTAG. area 'r/as 
not cloccd, but it was located about <C0 yai’do from tho muir; 
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5 L •.rci t>ir.ro vr:\r. r.-o ^•cva..^cn lor :hc tiU'rly a 

•'nrillc.i i'cr.nciA to vi ;ii iho \hc clu'> v/a’*! op.-n.orJy 

-VV/vG oanol' rviTiCi T’acilr tr,-.' Ty/c of Iho liviri" rjur-rtvi:* ■ 

V/ ‘iT Vi C cv.»>ii.'A by l»Navy cc-c-Jfr nvidinf* otVlccr KibU hi 
bocriii-T-:; Ihui quarirci* *:* •*:? t J? AC v/r'-rr- tC. Uctt <•*: qaal^t/ Ui;;.*^ tho 
hou -inj^ acccn:rnod..*’c>a'i V>4UVVMt-d at I'laUon. 
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4. J/ AG air act? vivlc;. \-7cr <:ooducte"j iTcn:: a cI::.<r?/i^Cv:] 
hangar at orao eiii-J of i.ha flirTv. I r^a. 05>\7ALD :lid not l7:>vc 
a ccQN » to thio am ?'., i-rior v,p M:v :»;r.«o n question, 3’rAG hau 
bct:;n pubUcIsco by *.?adio Cahinr; ar. a h^advquartcTJ for 

A*i7ict-Ica>i u*itclHrAr,c:j acvivlty. • or Vhl 3 ro.a : 'and bcc:iu c 

.TTAG V.MJ obv'\OLi.-ly not a vOav of Che ;v.iv;i,l Air f laiiiia conoj^lc-vru nt. 
vhcro wero rurnorti /.ud rocjar.'.hlvi^ ‘iho uni t artd it-' vl'.: o* ' . 

ThilG coridlticn wa:* rcr^ax’cled a * r.orn7al under i UcU ci LX'ur/i* tc.r'.c-*! ::. 
Being ihero *u.t that cir.%o, C.';V/ATJ> coi:Id have hoard uch 2o?:>Jp; . 
however, thor‘3 no In fern' at) or, to Indicate,- nor i*: lUero rea-on 

to believe, diut he obtained factual hnov/lAl^a regard Inji j TAG anj 
It.? rr:l:»'aioa, {For your Infornriazioa, an incident involving* the 
landing of a U-2 in a rlcc paddy in rranagawa Prefecture, Japan, 
was reported *a tUr* end airousod en'^o ;^ublic ir^tcre^t. ? hat • 

incident, however, occurred Jv;cecibcr l$59i ''vh I eh was one; 7 
tlms afiar OS'V/AiJ5 had left Japan), - 



5, Thorc were .70 Ashavy p^r.*iauriCl act^’gnscl to JTAG. 

i/orcover JTAG did not ryax’ticlpat^iJ >n, dr any of, it^? 

acwi vines to a .^tatloa in Banghnh* iTo^J^rdlnfTi:hc tatemcai by 
HOBDS tiuit a Navy Corora.ra'Air wa^H rccruitbi,^; Navy Ger -cnnel * 
for an a.sr?lgnraent In Banghok, U i --7 noted that ihe Navy at Lhnt 
Mir?e wa;^ conducting certain air Tccoiiriai ‘insane u -ttcti vrty.froni 
Atcugi uising ether typc.^» of aircraft. ' 

6, The follov/:u2 r.hculd be conrddevdd vnta i-/* ;pcct to . 

your source* « aeivortion'f -.hat Cv^Vf A.I-D’ ?: :«:/aadron A^a ?.in Gubi 
“^oir,t, Philinnlnc in January IVf-^ 'vlirre it kcot tti; • 

in svhal the courco ? to have boon a t» U-2 -_ 

airpla::-* and ihatah's r.ouadron c^aq-bach in At';ugi, Tapan lu 
May I9nb. tvr;vi w,wv not hno-Va i^rhllcly and.-JId net 

gala Y/orld-wide roi-OLUCly until the lU-^atcd ^■'o%vdr,'? ml ori £07r»;^ 
two year’; later, Therervor^-, it hlTj^hly in:llkc.h/ that ihft tMi.rrr 
“TT-2** v/Q-.ild havt^ nnythreJ to V.X.iD, evcj-^ l£ he had lie.vrd 

it rind h::5d been Ohio to idir-nVify the .term wUh ’any ;5hi*craft af. Cubi 
^oint, at or w^uyv^hece ol.'se. * * 
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^Tu rj y.evw^i.iCO pir in'LUc-^ti.on tluit 



CZ':AI:> ’--d o*^- ncc»i»'iV to/:th^ JT/»G 

Ovoraiio/t or ita prev;riu-n in .Vapar, 7.1x1 alMO io |nforrrrJioa 

i'l-s-i v'^iia,'* UiC IJ-il or Uu n?i: y v-^x feT/ .'XuO u.\u nco:> a" 

Tj-2 aircrc.Ct at AlcmpL or e!i:^*v/ac*.-rOf tivtc? faci vrouW uct liavc b:;oa ‘ 
conoid::? red ua*.7.:ain.: v,or I"uV/c of sccorily. 

Unutvrci puliUc o’^Tpocurc of Ur.i crrft itcclT -- hrit not c: it? ?io;-oy.- » 
clr^ tv.v'r or -- *//ac; c.occfvl'pc^. tia a vxccorir^avy rifcd:. It is 

;no.;t urVLUoly thr.f GSV/AI-t!:! i\-xc.''.ar;ai '7 prcrocvaisUoe to 

.dirroriMxt'inte botsvcon CUo aa5 othoir aircraft eiigared lix 
clayoiflod miis.siorxt? vrhich wora o'irlble at /itougl at tixe 

sanoe tin:e* ,' • . ^ 

. A •; . . ;■• * ' 

G. A cof-y of this n'oroorrndvtni io hctln^^ ror^.va£:v.led to 
tbo Prooldent'a Ccmniiocioa on tUc As 5 a 2 *cinatlco of Prccjid^nt 
Kennedy. . 
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